206	HENRY   GEORGE
chores. His flame-colored hair was cut in such a way that it
stood on end. He had a bright mind and George liked to engage
him in conversation. After one of these little talks and the boy
had gone away, the man stood silently gazing after him. He
suddenly turned to his youngest daughter and said, "Do you
think if I gave Morris five cents he'd let me run my fingers
through his bristles?"
The little girl squealed in horror. "Oh, please don't ask him,"
she said* It would embarrass him terribly!"
George sighed resignedly. A few days later, however, he
called her back into consultation. "Do you think,'* he asked her,
"if I gave him ten cents he'd let me?" Her horrified "NO" was
emphatic. But he brought up the question again—"Do you think
if I gave him fifteen cents?" She grew panicky, for fifteen cents
was enough to make almost anyone feel he could endure any-
thing—even having his head rubbed. In dismay she looked
pleadingly into her father's eyes. And there, at the corners, the
little crinldes had come out! Of course, he was only fooling.
After William Croasdale's death in August of that year Louis
F. Post took over the management of The Standard. He and
George spent all the time they could in Merriewold. They
acquired an old, dilapidated woodsman's cottage which they
furnished, mostly with soapboxes, for their workshop. Much of
the writing on his new book George did in these surroundings.
His new enterprise was an open letter in answer to Pope Leo
XIII's encyclical letter of May, 1891. Many persons, including
Cardinal Manning, had felt that while this message from the
Vatican confused socialism and anarchy with the Georgist philo-
sophy, it was aimed specifically at the latter. Certainly Arch-
bishop Corrigan welcomed it as a vindication of his own attitude
toward Father McGlynn.
George wrote to Father Dawson, "It is very sad to see the
general tendency on the part of clergymen to avoid the simple
principles of justice. As Tolstoy put it, they are willing to do
anything for the poor but get off their backs. This is leading
them into the advocacy of principles which will tend ultimately
to atheism.... You see the result in Ireland of ignoring prin-
ciple." 2
And seven months later he wrote to the same friend, "I wish
that the spirituality of the Church could in some way be
separated from its political and corrupt machine, which turns

